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High-voltage distribution box in front of
the door

Overview
NEC Requirements for Panelboards and Load CentersClearance: Electrical panels
must be installed in a readily accessible area with a minimum clearance of 30.

Key Takeaways
Placing a high-voltage distribution box directly in front of a door is generally unsafe
and not recommended due to safety, accessibility, and regulatory concerns.Safety
and Accessibility Concerns

High-voltage distribution boxes, also known as distribution boards or feeder pillars,
are designed to safely distribute electricity and protect circuits from overloads and
short circuits . Installing one in front of a door can create several hazards:

• Restricted Access: Emergency access to the door or the distribution box itself may
be blocked, delaying evacuation or maintenance .

• Electrical Hazard: High-voltage equipment poses a risk of electric shock, especially
if the box is in a high-traffic area .

• Fire Risk: Improper placement can increase the risk of fire spreading to nearby
structures if a fault occurs .
Installation Guidelines

Proper installation of distribution boxes includes:
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• Location: Install in a dry, well-ventilated area away from doors, windows, and high-
traffic zones to ensure safety and heat dissipation .

• Height and Clearance: The bottom edge is typically 1.5–1.8 meters above the
ground, with sufficient clearance around the box for inspection and maintenance .

• Grounding and Protection: All metal parts must be grounded, and protective
devices like circuit breakers and leakage protectors should be installed .

• Compliance: Installation must follow local electrical codes and standards, including
clearance requirements for high-voltage equipment .
Recommendations
• Relocate the Box: If possible, move the distribution box to a side wall or a dedicated
utility area to maintain safe access to the door.

• Barrier or Signage: If relocation is not feasible, install a protective barrier and clear
warning signs to prevent accidental contact.

• Professional Assessment: Have a licensed electrician evaluate the installation to
ensure compliance with safety regulations and local codes . In summary, a high-
voltage distribution box should never obstruct a door. Proper placement, grounding,
and protective measures are essential to ensure safety for both occupants and
maintenance personnel.

Article Content

Choose & Install Low Voltage Distribution Boxes Practical Guide

Select and install low voltage distribution boxes . This guide covers sizing, mounting,
cable management, maintenance
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Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://danialonso.es
Technical inquiry: https://danialonso.es/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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