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How is the East Asia Convergence Switch

Overview

The paleogeography of the India-Asia collision system is the reconstructed geological
and geomorphological evolution within the collision zone of the Himalayan orogenic
belt. The continental collision between the Indian Plate and Eurasian Plate is one of
the world"s most renowned and most studied convergent systems. However, many
mechanisms remain controversial.

Key Takeaways

The East Asia Convergence Switch reflects the region's coordinated efforts in trade
integration and sustainable development, combining economic partnerships like
RCEP with initiatives such as the SWITCH-Asia Programme to promote low-carbon,
resource-efficient growth.Economic Integration

East Asia has experienced remarkable economic growth over the past two decades,
with countries like China and the ASEAN “Big 5” (Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, the
Philippines, and Vietnam) achieving high annual growth rates and lifting billions out
of poverty (World Bank, 2020) . This growth has been driven largely by trade
liberalization and investment openness. Key milestones include the establishment of
the ASEAN Free Trade Area in 1992, multiple ASEAN+1 free trade agreements, and
China's accession to the WTO in 2001 . The Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP), signed in 2020, now forms the largest trading bloc globally,
covering 2.2 billion people and $26.2 trillion in output, with tariffs set to be gradually
eliminated over 20 years .

Sustainable Development and SWITCH-Asia
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The SWITCH-Asia Programme, launched by the European Union in 2007,
complements economic integration by promoting sustainable consumption and
production (SCP) across Asia . It supports micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises
(MSMEs) in adopting cleaner technologies, circular economy practices, and low-
carbon industrial processes. The programme funds pilot projects across sectors such
as energy efficiency, agri-food, textiles, and tourism, indirectly benefiting tens of
thousands of MSMEs and fostering environmentally responsible consumer behavior .
By integrating sustainability into industrial and trade practices, SWITCH-Asia
strengthens the resilience of communities and aligns regional growth with global
environmental goals .

Convergence Mechanism

The “convergence switch” in East Asia can be understood as the synergy between
trade liberalization and sustainable development initiatives. Economic integration
through RCEP facilitates market access, investment flows, and harmonized standards,
while programs like SWITCH-Asia ensure that growth is environmentally sustainable
and socially inclusive. Together, these mechanisms encourage the adoption of
circular economy models, cleaner production technologies, and responsible
consumption patterns, creating a low-carbon, resource-efficient regional economy .

Challenges and Outlook

Despite progress, East Asia faces challenges such as non-tariff measures (NTMs),
technical regulations, and policy barriers that can affect trade efficiency . Balancing
rapid economic growth with environmental sustainability requires continued policy
coordination, investment in green technologies, and capacity building for MSMEs. The
convergence of trade and sustainability initiatives positions East Asia as a global
leader in integrating economic and environmental objectives, but success depends on
effective implementation and regional cooperation . In summary, the East Asia
Convergence Switch represents the strategic alignment of trade integration and
sustainable development, leveraging agreements like RCEP and initiatives like
SWITCH-Asia to foster inclusive, low-carbon, and resilient growth across the region.
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Article Content
From the Yanshan orogeny to Late Mesozoic multi-plate convergence

This special issue shows how multi-plate convergence in East Asia in the Late
Mesozoic affected deformation,

EAST ASIA MULTI-PLATE CONVERGENCE IN LATE MESOZOIC

Coeval with the break-up of the Pangean supercontinent, the East Asia convergence
evolved stepwisely from East Asia to Eurasia,

Paleogeography of the India-Asia collision system

OverviewTiming of collision onsetPaleo-elevation of Tibetan PlateauPaleo-drainage
configurationPaleogeography and paleoclimate

The paleogeography of the India-Asia collision system is the reconstructed geological
and geomorphological evolution within the collision zone of the Himalayan orogenic
belt. The continental collision between the Indian Plate and Eurasian Plate is one of
the world"'s most renowned and most studied convergent systems. However, many
mechanisms remain controversial. Some of the highly debated issues include the
onset timing of

The Continental Margin of East Asia: a collage of multiple plates ...

In the Early Mesozoic, the Indosinian orogeny is characterized by the convergence
and extension within multiple continental plates,

Mesozoic tectono-magmatic response in the East Asian ocean

During the Meso-Cenozoic period, the western and eastern sides of East Asia are
controlled by the subduction of the

Globalization, regionalization and convergence in East Asia

This research paper reports the result of an investigation into the pattern of income
convergence in East Asia since

Mantle Flow and Deforming Continents: From India-Asia

Here we show that the tectonic history of eastern Asia can be explained if the flow of
asthenospheric mantle carrying

Constitutional Convergence in East Asia

Access through your institution. Log in with your Cambridge Core account or society
details.

Eurasian plate
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The geodynamics of Central Asia is dominated by the interaction between the
Eurasian plate and the Indian plate. In this area, many

Switching From Subduction Zone Advance to Retreat Explains the

The zone of dextral shearing is narrower in the east than in the west, possibly
indicating a higher convergence angle

India and Southeast Asia: Mapping Strategic Convergence in an Era

India-Southeast Asia relations are reshaped by great-power competition, evolving Act
East Policy, and shifting Indo

Late Mesozoic intracontinental deformation and magmatism in North

These surrounding oceans subducted nearly synchronously underneath three sides of
the East Asia continent, and

Mesozoic tectono-magmatic response in the East Asian ocean

The ancient intra-continental orogenic belts in East Asia inherited the originally multi-
directional intra-continental

Influence of the intertropical convergence zone on the East Asian ...

The records point to an anti-correlation between winter and summer monsoon
strength, best explained by migration of

Anomalously fast convergence of India and Eurasia caused by double ...

We use a quantitative model to show that the combined pull of two subducting slabs
can generate anomalously rapid

Limits on Convergence (Chapter 5)

There are limits to this constitutional convergence in East Asia. The three courts in
Taiwan, South Korea and Hong Kong will not

The convergence history of India-Eurasia records multiple subduction ...

The model setup is built in such a way to resemble the closure of the Neo-Tethys
during the India-Asia convergence. Thus, the left

Eurasian plate

The Eurasian plate is a tectonic plate that includes most of Eurasia (a landmass
consisting of the traditional continents of Asia and

Pacific subduction control on Asian continental deformation including ...

© 2026 DANI ALONSO OPTICAL CONNECTIVITY - All rights reserved



Page 5/10

Here, the authors present geodynamic experiments of continental deformation across
Central, East, and Southeast

Tectonophysics | Late Mesozoic multi-plate convergence in East Asia ...

Thus, paleogeography, crustal and lithospheric structure, and geodynamic processes
in East Asia recorded this plate

Catching Up and Convergence: On the Long-Run Growth in East Asia ...

Abstract Continuing from Chapters 5 and 6, this chapter attempts to combine the
traditional learning model with the

Dynamic processes of the Southeast (SE) Asia convergent system

Southeast (SE) Asia lies in the joint area of the Eurasia, Indian-Australia, and the
Pacific plates, largely surrounded

Regional Integration in East Asia and Europe | Convergence or Divergen

A fascinating insight into how regional organizations in Europe and East Asia are
currently grappling with a striking

Income Convergence across Nations and Regions in East Asia

integration in East Asia. Despite such a convergence tendency, however, there
remain relatively wider income disparities between

Catching Up and Convergence: On the Long-Run Growth in East Asia ...

Abstract Continuing from Chapters 5 and 6, this chapter attempts to combine the
traditional learning model with the

Dynamic processes of the Southeast (SE) Asia convergent system

Southeast (SE) Asia lies in the joint area of the Eurasia, Indian-Australia, and the
Pacific plates, largely surrounded

Regional Integration in East Asia and Europe | Convergence or Divergen

A fascinating insight into how regional organizations in Europe and East Asia are
currently grappling with a striking

Income Convergence across Nations and Regions in East Asia

integration in East Asia. Despite such a convergence tendency, however, there
remain relatively wider income disparities between

The Eurasian Convergence Zone: Gateway or Shatterbelt?
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Following a discussion of the nature of U.S. activity in major subsections of the Zone
(Eastern Europe,

Cenozoic India-Asia collision driven by mantle dragging the cratonic ...

Global geodynamic modeling and force analysis reveal that the Cenozoic India-Asia
collision is driven by an upper

(PDF) Globalization, Convergence, and the Transformation of ...

In the case of import-substituting and export-oriented development strategies in Latin
America and East Asia, an

The Yanshan orogeny and late Mesozoic multi-plate convergence in East ...

Based on the time principle of supercontinent assembly and break-up, we propose
that the mid-Late Jurassic multi

Ongoing India-Asia convergence controlled differential growth of the ...

Besides the influence of inherited topography, this Cenozoic growth pattern seems
accommodated the plate motion in

Constitutional Convergence in East Asia

Summary There are limits to this constitutional convergence in East Asia. The three
courts in Taiwan, South Korea and Hong Kong

Late Jurassic-Early Cretaceous continental convergence and ...

The basic tectonic framework of continental East Asia was produced by a series of
nearly contemporaneous orogenic

Restructuring Alliances in East Asia: Towards a New Convergence?

A Restructuring of Alliances In North and Southeast Asia, under pressure from
China''s growing military power and concerns about a

From contest to convergence in East Asia: why do regional challen ...

We develop a model based on prospect theory to show why states that have invested
in establishing regional

SWITCH Asia

SWITCH Asia Rapid economic growth has lifted many Asian countries out of poverty,
but it has often come at the cost of an

India and Southeast Asia: Mapping Strategic Convergence in an Era
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India-Southeast Asia relations are reshaped by great-power competition, evolving Act
East Policy, and shifting Indo

Late Mesozoic intracontinental deformation and magmatism in North

These surrounding oceans subducted nearly synchronously underneath three sides of
the East Asia continent, and

Mesozoic tectono-magmatic response in the East Asian ocean

The ancient intra-continental orogenic belts in East Asia inherited the originally multi-
directional intra-continental

Influence of the intertropical convergence zone on the East Asian ...

The records point to an anti-correlation between winter and summer monsoon
strength, best explained by migration of

Anomalously fast convergence of India and Eurasia caused by double ...

We use a quantitative model to show that the combined pull of two subducting slabs
can generate anomalously rapid

Limits on Convergence (Chapter 5)

There are limits to this constitutional convergence in East Asia. The three courts in
Taiwan, South Korea and Hong Kong will not

The convergence history of India-Eurasia records multiple subduction ...

The model setup is built in such a way to resemble the closure of the Neo-Tethys
during the India-Asia convergence. Thus, the left

Eurasian plate

The Eurasian plate is a tectonic plate that includes most of Eurasia (a landmass
consisting of the traditional continents of Asia and

Pacific subduction control on Asian continental deformation including ...

Here, the authors present geodynamic experiments of continental deformation across
Central, East, and Southeast

Tectonophysics | Late Mesozoic multi-plate convergence in East Asia ...

Thus, paleogeography, crustal and lithospheric structure, and geodynamic processes
in East Asia recorded this plate

Catching Up and Convergence: On the Long-Run Growth in East Asia ...
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Abstract Continuing from Chapters 5 and 6, this chapter attempts to combine the
traditional learning model with the

Dynamic processes of the Southeast (SE) Asia convergent system

Southeast (SE) Asia lies in the joint area of the Eurasia, Indian-Australia, and the
Pacific plates, largely surrounded

Regional Integration in East Asia and Europe | Convergence or Divergen

A fascinating insight into how regional organizations in Europe and East Asia are
currently grappling with a striking

Income Convergence across Nations and Regions in East Asia

integration in East Asia. Despite such a convergence tendency, however, there
remain relatively wider income disparities between

From the Yanshan orogeny to Late Mesozoic multi-plate convergence

This special issue shows how multi-plate convergence in East Asia in the Late
Mesozoic affected deformation,

EAST ASIA MULTI-PLATE CONVERGENCE IN LATE MESOZOIC

Coeval with the break-up of the Pangean supercontinent, the East Asia convergence
evolved stepwisely from East Asia to Eurasia,

Paleogeography of the India-Asia collision system

OverviewTiming of collision onsetPaleo-elevation of Tibetan PlateauPaleo-drainage
configurationPaleogeography and paleoclimate

The paleogeography of the India-Asia collision system is the reconstructed geological
and geomorphological evolution within the collision zone of the Himalayan orogenic
belt. The continental collision between the Indian Plate and Eurasian Plate is one of
the world"'s most renowned and most studied convergent systems. However, many
mechanisms remain controversial. Some of the highly debated issues include the
onset timing of

The Continental Margin of East Asia: a collage of multiple plates ...

In the Early Mesozoic, the Indosinian orogeny is characterized by the convergence
and extension within multiple continental plates,

Mesozoic tectono-magmatic response in the East Asian ocean

During the Meso-Cenozoic period, the western and eastern sides of East Asia are
controlled by the subduction of the

Globalization, regionalization and convergence in East Asia
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This research paper reports the result of an investigation into the pattern of income
convergence in East Asia since

Mantle Flow and Deforming Continents: From India-Asia

Here we show that the tectonic history of eastern Asia can be explained if the flow of
asthenospheric mantle carrying

Constitutional Convergence in East Asia

Access through your institution. Log in with your Cambridge Core account or society
details.

Eurasian plate

The geodynamics of Central Asia is dominated by the interaction between the
Eurasian plate and the Indian plate. In this area, many

Switching From Subduction Zone Advance to Retreat Explains the

The zone of dextral shearing is narrower in the east than in the west, possibly
indicating a higher convergence angle

From the Yanshan orogeny to Late Mesozoic multi-plate convergence

This special issue shows how multi-plate convergence in East Asia in the Late
Mesozoic affected deformation,

EAST ASIA MULTI-PLATE CONVERGENCE IN LATE MESOZOIC

Coeval with the break-up of the Pangean supercontinent, the East Asia convergence
evolved stepwisely from East Asia to Eurasia,

Paleogeography of the India-Asia collision system

OverviewTiming of collision onsetPaleo-elevation of Tibetan PlateauPaleo-drainage
configurationPaleogeography and paleoclimate

The paleogeography of the India-Asia collision system is the reconstructed geological
and geomorphological evolution within the collision zone of the Himalayan orogenic
belt. The continental collision between the Indian Plate and Eurasian Plate is one of
the world"s most renowned and most studied convergent systems. However, many
mechanisms remain controversial. Some of the highly debated issues include the
onset timing of

The Continental Margin of East Asia: a collage of multiple plates ...

In the Early Mesozoic, the Indosinian orogeny is characterized by the convergence
and extension within multiple continental plates,

Mesozoic tectono-magmatic response in the East Asian ocean
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During the Meso-Cenozoic period, the western and eastern sides of East Asia are
controlled by the subduction of the

Globalization, regionalization and convergence in East Asia

This research paper reports the result of an investigation into the pattern of income
convergence in East Asia since

Mantle Flow and Deforming Continents: From India-Asia

Here we show that the tectonic history of eastern Asia can be explained if the flow of
asthenospheric mantle carrying

The paleogeography of the India-Asia collision system is the reconstructed and
evolution within the of the . The between the and is one of the world''s most
renowned and most studied . However, many mechanisms remain controversial.
Some of the highly debated issues include the onset timing of ...

The paleogeography of the India-Asia collision system is the reconstructed and
evolution within the of the . The between the and is one of the world''s most
renowned and most studied . However, many mechanisms remain controversial.
Some of the highly debated issues include the onset timing of ...
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