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How to accurately identify the model of
cable trays cables

Overview

A channel cable tray is a compact, single-piece tray system with a narrow base and
raised side flanges.

Key Takeaways

Cable tray models can be identified by their structural type, material, manufacturer
markings, and technical specifications, while cables are identified by insulation type,
conductor material, and labeling.ldentifying Cable Tray Models

1. Determine the Tray Type Cable trays are classified by their structural design,
which affects load capacity, ventilation, and cable support. Common types include:

* Ladder Tray: Two side rails connected by rungs, resembling a ladder; allows
excellent ventilation and easy cable access, suitable for heavy-duty power cables .

* Perforated Tray: Flat bottom with ventilation holes; supports moderate cable loads
and improves airflow .

* Solid-Bottom Tray: Fully enclosed, protects sensitive cables like fiber optics from
dust and mechanical damage .

* Basket/Wire Mesh Tray: Open mesh design, lightweight, ideal for light
instrumentation or control cables .
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* Channel Tray: U-shaped or C-shaped, often used for short runs or branch
connections . 2. Check Material and Finish Cable trays are made from materials such
as:

* Aluminum: Lightweight, corrosion-resistant, suitable for outdoor or corrosive
environments .

* Galvanized Steel: Economical, durable, often used in industrial settings .

* Stainless Steel (AISI 316L): High corrosion resistance, used in chemical or marine
environments .

* FRP (Fiber Reinforced Plastic): High resistance-to-weight ratio, corrosion-resistant .
3. Look for Manufacturer Markings and Standards

* Many trays have manufacturer labels, part numbers, or CE/UL markings.

* Technical guides, such as those from Legrand or ABB, provide model numbers,
dimensions, and load ratings .

* Check rung spacing, tray width, and thickness, which are often specified in
technical datasheets.
Identifying Cables

1. Examine Cable Markings

* Most cables have printed markings indicating voltage rating, conductor type,
insulation material, and manufacturer.

* Look for color codes for phase identification or signal type. 2. Determine Cable Type
* Power Cables: Typically thicker, may be armored, designed for high current.

» Control/Instrumentation Cables: Smaller gauge, often shielded to prevent
interference.

* Fiber Optic Cables: Contain optical fibers, usually marked with “FO” or “Fiber
Optic.” 3. Check Insulation and Jacket Material

* Materials like PVC, XLPE, or FRLS indicate the cable's environmental and fire-
resistance properties.

* Armored cables have metallic sheaths for mechanical protection.

Practical Tips

* Use technical datasheets or manufacturer catalogs to match tray dimensions and
cable specifications.

* Measure tray width, depth, and rung spacing to confirm the model.

* For cables, verify conductor size, insulation type, and voltage rating against project
documentation.

© 2026 DANI ALONSO OPTICAL CONNECTIVITY - All rights reserved



Page 3/5

* When in doubt, consult the manufacturer or supplier with photos and
measurements for precise identification. By combining visual inspection, material
analysis, and manufacturer documentation, you can accurately identify both cable
tray models and cable types for maintenance, replacement, or expansion projects .
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This video was associated with the source search result. Verify technical details
against current product documentation and project requirements.

Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://danialonso.es
Technical inquiry: https://danialonso.es/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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